
WEST AREA CRICKET ASSOCIATION

YOUTH  CRICKET  LEAGUES  -  2010  RULES  &  POINTS  SYSTEM

U-16’s, U-14’s, U-12’s and U-11’s will play in the Sunday League, U-15’s and U-13’s in the mid-week League.   Trophies will be awarded to the winning team.   

Each match shall last for at most 50 overs (25 overs a-side).   The side batting first may declare before using their maximum 25 overs.   Any unused full overs will then become part of the innings of the side batting second, as an addition to their normal 25 overs.  The clubs may, at their discretion, shorten the game to a minimum 40 overs due to bad weather conditions and/or available light.

A maximum of 5 overs may be bowled by each bowler in a 50 over game, (4 overs maximum if a 40 over game is played), with a maximum run up not exceeding 15 yards.   ‘Non-spin’ bowlers will also be subject to the ECB Fast Bowling Match Directives.
On reaching 30 runs (U-16’s) 25 runs (U-15,14) 20 runs (U-13,12) 15 runs (U-11’s) a batsman must immediately retire, but may bat again at the end of the innings.  If more than one batsman retires, then they will return in their batting order of their first innings.   
No fielder, apart from the wicketkeeper and slips on the off-side, shall be allowed to field nearer than 8 yards from the middle stump of the batsman, until the batsman has played the ball, if under 16 years of age, or 11 yards if under 13 years of age, dates being taken at 1st September 2009.

Matches played on Sunday mornings should start promptly at 9.30 am (U-15’s, U-13’s mid-week as arranged by clubs themselves).   Clubs may however re-arrange their games due to the weather.   The home team is responsible for providing the 5 1/2 oz match ball (4 3/4 oz for U-13/11's) and stumps (full size).   Pitch lengths to be U-16/U-14 22 yards (20m), U-13/12 21 yards (19m), U-11 20 yards (18m), U-10 19 yards (17m).   Each Club shall provide their own Umpire and Scorer. 
Where possible the home side should provide a grass wicket. In inclement weather conditions it is permissible to use an artificial wicket if both managers agree. It is highly recommended that all U13 and above age groups play on a grass wicket
A boy or girl may play in these games if they are Junior Members of the Club they represent, but may not play for more than one West Area Club during the current season without the consent of the West Area Cricket Association.   Each player must, on 1st September 2009, be under 16 years of age in the U-16 matches, or under 15 years of age in the U-15 matches, or under 14 years of age in the U-14 matches, or under 13 years of age in the U-13 matches, or under 12 years of age in the U-12 matches, or under 11 years of age in the U-11 matches, or under 10 years of age in the U-10 matches, in order to play in matches.   All clubs have an important responsibility to ensure that they know and adhere to the correct ages for ALL of their playing members.   Girls may play 2 years below their age group.

Any delivery that does not pitch and arrives at the batsman above waist-high standing at the crease shall be called a no-ball.    Subject to the above, the official MCC Laws of Cricket shall apply.  These Youth League Competitions are run by the West Area Cricket Association, and all decisions they reach shall be final.
In League matches started but abandoned through bad weather, both teams will be awarded 10 points each, with no additional bonus points being scored by either side,  IF  the match cannot be re-played at a later date by the two Clubs involved.   A club that cannot raise a side will be deemed to have lost by default, with their opponents being granted a Win (see penalty to defaulting side below).   Any club that does not fulfil ALL of their League fixtures may, at the discretion of the Youth Committee, be removed from the League and all points gained by their opposition shall be ignored in calculating the final League positions at the end of the season.
All Clubs are required to abide by the ECB’s Safety Guidance Recommendations regarding the wearing of cricket helmets with face guards for all U-18 youth players when batting, or keeping wicket standing-up to the stumps.   This is COMPULSORY for ALL players taking part.






The HOME club is responsible for sending the results card by web-based form (www.wacasussex.co.uk/results.htm)  or by e-mail at the end of the game to Martin Davies (mail@wacasussex.co.uk).
Results should be sent in within 7 days of the match taking place.   Any 'non-result’ points must be claimed in writing in order to be awarded.   Any club found guilty at the end of the season of not having submitted a result card shall be fined £ 10 per fixture.

All matches must be played and results notified by 31st August 2010
League Points Structure 2010

There will be no individual batting and bowling bonus points (although batsmen will still retire at the relevant score for their age group). The emphasis is on the team's performance, therefore the points will be as follows:


1. 10 points for a win, 5 for a tie, 1 for a loss.

2. Team Bonus Points 

· TEAM Runs - 1 point for 50, 2 for 75, 3 for 100, 4 for 125, 5 for 150

· TEAM Wickets - 1 point for 2 wickets, 2 for 4, 3 for 6, 4 for 8, 5 for 10

3. An extra batting point is available for every 2 wickets kept intact for the winning side batting second (this compensates teams that bowl out their opposition cheaply thereby depriving themselves of getting Team Runs Bonus points), subject to a maximum points score to the winning team of 20 points

4. Teams MUST fulfil fixtures on the dates specified by WACA unless BOTH teams agree to change the date or the weather intervenes. Failure to fulfil a fixture will result in the team forfeiting the game and receiving no points. Their opponents claim the game and 20 points.

5. Abandoned games or games un-played due to the weather - 10 points each.
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